
STUDENT 
ACCOMMODATION,  
THE ARTS UNIVERSITY 

END CLIENT:  
Bournemouth Development Company (BDC)

MAIN CONTRACTOR:  
Morgan Sindall Plc

STEEL CONTRACTORS: 
William Haley Engineering Ltd

SECTOR: Education

PRODUCTS & SERVICES: 

Supply & Installation 

9,400m2 ComFlor® 51+ 

38,000 Thru-Deck Shear Studs 

9,400m2 Safety Netting 

2,500m Edge Shuttering

Three prominent £23m 378-room student accommodation blocks 
for The Arts University Bournemouth, form part of an impressive 
£40m town centre rejuvenation scheme delivered by the BDC, a 
partnership between Morgan Sindall Investments and Bournemouth 
Council. Composite Profiles delivered the student accommodation 
using 9,400m2 of ComFlor® 51+.

Bournemouth Borough Council’s long-term town centre vision included the redevelopment of 

council-owned surface car parks for a variety of uses that help stimulate the economy and drive 

regeneration. The former surface car parks have now been replaced with a 382-space multi-

storey car park (project also delivered by Composite Profiles) and student accommodation 

blocks providing 378 rooms for The Arts University, Bournemouth.

BOURNEMOUTH

          Each of the three accommodation blocks featured similar design principles, 

which enabled us to provide efficiencies through our drawing office. Although, the 

accommodation blocks provided a more regular build for us, our professionalism and 

quality levels remained at the highest level, always ensuring we provide a safe installation 

both on time and on budget. - Mark Harley, Senior Project Manager, Composite Profiles



t: 01202 659237  |  e: enquiries@compositeuk.com  |  w: www.compositeuk.com 

Composite Profiles: Unit 9, New Fields Business Park, Stinsford Road, Poole, Dorset, BH17 0NF.  

PRODUCTS & TECH
PRODUCT INFO 

9,400m2 ComFlor® 51+ Floor Decking

PRODUCT BENEFITS

 Spanning capabilities

 Excellent sound insulation properties

 Easy services attachment

 Fire performance

Profile images courtesy of Tata Steel

           With grids typically spaced at 2.7m apart, we were able to double span across the steelwork with a 130mm overall concrete slab depth 

without the need for temporary propping. Upton McGougan, the consulting engineers, specified the use of ComFlor® 51+ profile with all the 

specialist detailing carried out by our internal drawing office. - Chris Inman, Project Draughtsman, Composite Profiles

PROJECT SOLUTIONS 

THE CHALLENGE

At first glance, this development looked like a standard project with a structural steel frame and metal decking to form the structural slabs.  
With our extensive local knowledge, together with experience of building other student accommodation blocks, the Composite Profiles team were 
able to carefully foresee the challenges ahead. The site is nestled between the main A338 link road into Bournemouth’s busy town centre and the 
‘cut-through’ route of Madeira Road and its tight access. A former open-air car park, the site is surrounded by established residential apartments 
as well as Dorset Police Station and the Probation Service. Furthermore, we were erecting a new multi-storey car park next door on Madeira Road 
at the same time.

OUR SOLUTION

Our Operations Team liaised with Morgan Sindall well in advance to establish their precise requirements, both in terms of site logistics as well as 
programme requirements. Deliveries were planned well ahead and coordinated with the steel frame erection to enable just the right amount of materials 
to be delivered on time. Too many materials at once and the site gets clogged up, too few and the steel erection is slowed down. 

When it came to installation, the choice of ComFlor® 51+ made for a fast and efficient build, enabling other trades to quickly follow on behind.  
Noise reduction was identified at an early stage as a source of concern from neighbouring residents. With close liaison with Morgan Sindall, together 
with some innovative thinking from the site teams, their concerns quickly fell away.

TECHNICAL VIEW

PROJECT DATA  

 Budget: £180,000

 Timescale: 8 weeks

 Install Teams: 4 installers

 Total Area: 9,400m2

 Other contractors on site: 10

 Sandwiches eaten: 200


